The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 25 August 2007
By Jim Russell N4ICU

A.K.A. “the Quiet Fox”

I was going to start charging the battery packs on Thursday night, but didn’t get started until Friday night. Worked late in the garage, got up before the sun and finished charging the packs.    

On the way to London, Regina & I stopped at Hardee’s to get with Stanley and Virginia for breakfast.  Afterwards Stanley KD4ERF, Regina and I took down the road.  The Fox was set up behind a parked pick-up truck to block the view from the road.  This was in the South-Central part of Laurel Co.  
At 10:00 AM the FOX was fired up and Peter, KJ4ND couldn’t hear it, oops!  We could hear it just fine. We figured that Peter was blocked by a hill.  This went on for a while.  See 11:10 AM.  Seems the PL-259 had a broken center conductor, highly attenuating the transmitted signal !

The hunt began as the Icom IC-2AT with the FOX controller running to an arrow shaft 4 element beam at 4 feet above the ground.
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However, in running the radio’s for so long we found we ran out batteries.  Need More, Bigger Batteries!
This FOX was located off XXXXXXXXX, not far from XXXXXXXX in Laurel County.

GPS said: XX degrees and XX.XXX seconds N


       XX degrees and XX.XXX seconds W


       XXXX feet amsl
The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.610:
09:59
Jim, N4ICU announced on .61, that the FOX was turned on.
10:00  Peter, KJ4ND asked if anyone could hear the FOX.


10:07
FOX changed from 147.54 to 147.55 and put on high power, 1 Watt !
10:18
Peter hasn’t heard the FOX yet.

10:35
Peter still hasn’t heard the FOX.

10:45
Peter is at Marvin’s, AG4RE. Still can’t hear FOX.
10:46
Jim gave hint: It Is in Laurel County.

10:55
Peter said Marvin’s beams couldn’t hear it either.    (Uh-oh)

10:57
Changed FOX to Stanley’s Ramsey Fox, 5 Watts!
11:10
Put Stanley’s Ramsey FOX on Jim’s Car antenna.
11:21
The FOX can now be heard!
11:50
Jim thought he heard Peter on .61, but didn’t come back.

11:55
Peter in Lily.

12:05
Peter in Lily at Happy Hollow Road. Where is Happy Hollow Road?
12:26
Peter on 229 near Campground Elem. School.
12:28  Last HT battery dies !!! Now can’t hear Peter.
12:30
Peter so close, relativity speaking.

12:32
The 1 Watt FOX is ON in the car as we go down the road back to
                      London.

12:36
FOX dies in car, battery Bye-Bye!  However, as we drove down 229,

                     there is Peter beside the road with his beam beside his van.

          Note:  FOX is dead in my car, not breathing, not barking !

One last comment is that it was getting really hot even in the shade !
GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, N4ICU, Stealthy FOX being too quiet! 

